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writing, which I do with great pain and uneasiness or you
had heard sooner from Reverend Sir, yours etc.

W. DjUBLIN].
Dr. Swift.

CXLIV.

ARCHBISHOP KING TO SWIFT

Dublin, -zg/ufyy 1712.

REVEREND SIR,

I RECEIVED yours of 26th June soon after my return
from my triennial ; and yon had received an answer to it
with my acknowledgments long ago, but on my coming
home I was seized with the gout in my right hand in so
severe a manner, that I with difficulty yet hold my pen; I
did not think fit to use another hand in my letters to you,
for as Jjrommunicate whatjpou write to no mortal, so I did
not care Io"15aEelQ^^                                           they

contain no secrets.2

I never was in any fear but the French would give us up
Dunkirk, and I laughed at those that pretended to believe
the contrary, but perhaps you will not like my reason,
which to deal ingenuously with you was this, that I reck-
oned the securing Spain to the House of Bourbon was of
such moment that the King of France had been inexcusable
if he had stuck at ten Dunkirks to obtain it, not to say
anything of the prospect of uniting the two crowns if the
Dauphin die, whom I have already condemned. If things
be once prepared for it, I cannot believe that you imagine
that the two obstacles you mention can hinder it Pray
how is it the interest of the Princes of the blood to keep
out Philip? Sure if they and every man in France have not
lost their senses, they must see that it is every individual's
interest to make him their King, rather than the Duke of
Berry, who can give them nothing but what they have,

1   In King's Correspondence.   See Preface.

2  Notwithstanding his sufferings the Archbishop not only sent an
autograph letter to Swift, but made the copy with his own hand. That
he should have kept at so much inconvenience to himself a copy of a
letter dealing with high politics shows ng small confidence on the part
of the Archbishop in his powers as a statteSaST"t the close of the
